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  Don’t Take the Bait of False Teachers
Bethel Church Newsletter – February 2023

Many of my best summer memories were of times fishing with my
dad and brothers. We’d head out in the morning, with great dreams
of catching lots of big fish, and usually come home with a few fish to
eat (even a big one, sometimes). I still enjoy fishing and try to get out
as often as I can with my kids and my dad. 

Some people fly fish, but I fish with lures. A lure is meant to look
appetizing and attractive to a fish in the water. It is meant to move
and look like a fish. Some lures are bright and flashy; some are close
replicas to the type of fish you are trying to catch. In the end, the
way a lure moves and looks doesn’t really matter to the fish that has
taken a bite and gotten hooked – for that fish, a lure is a deadly trap.
Something that seemed good, attractive, and ‘just like me’ was
revealed to be dangerous, destructive, and deadly.

A few weeks ago, in one of our Sunday messages, I spent some time
talking about the dangers of false teachers from Acts 20 – ‘I know
that when I’m gone, savage wolves will come among you and not
spare the flock. Indeed, some of your own men will arise and distort
the truth in order to lure the disciples into following them.’ (Acts
20:29-30 ISV). 
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A Message by Pastor Kelly continued ...

 

They usually appear harmless and attractive at first, but over time, reveal themselves as ‘savage wolves’
(they may have a quick-temper, or a nasty edge when things don’t go their way).
They have a natural/ learned ability to be deceiving, manipulative, and deceptive – they aren’t what they
appear to be. 
They may be famous and well-known (ex. wrote a book, served/ serving in ministry, went to a Bible school,
have credentials attached to their name), or they may be very ordinary people with ordinary jobs that no
one has really heard of before. 

The warning against false teachers appears in almost every book of the New Testament (also referred to as
‘false prophets’ or ‘false messiahs’). This was a frequent topic for Jesus, and later, Paul, to address. Here are a
few passages that speak to this topic:

‘For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform great signs and wonders so as to deceive, if
possible, even God’s chosen ones.’ (Matthew 24:24 NLT). 

‘For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow
their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. They
will reject the truth and chase after myths.’ (2 Timothy 4:3-4 NLT). 

‘But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will cleverly
teach destructive heresies and even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they will bring sudden
destruction on themselves. Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful immorality. And because of
these teachers, the way of truth will be slandered. In their greed they will make up clever lies to get hold of
your money. But God condemned them long ago, and their destruction will not be delayed.’ (2 Peter 2:1-3
NLT). 

There are many verses in the New Testament, similar to the ones I’ve shared here (for example, the book of
Jude is fully devoted to the danger of false teachers). The Scriptures speak about false teachers as a reality in
our world and in the church – it’s not a matter of ‘if’ you encounter one, but ‘when’ you encounter one.

The danger of false teachers was a big issue for Jesus. He addressed the issue of false teachers on multiple
occasions, and He spoke about it very directly in the Sermon on the Mount, with a strong emphasis on how to
recognize false teachers:

‘Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves. You can
identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from
thistles? A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. A good tree can’t produce bad
fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped
down and thrown into the fire. Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by
their actions.’ (Matthew 7:15-20 NLT). 

The deceptive and untrue message of these false teachers is often our focus. In our world today, there are
many who teach and promote doctrinal beliefs and theological understandings that do not align with the
teaching of Scripture. They may sound true and seem accurate, but they deceive and mislead people away
from the foundation of Biblical truth and essential doctrines for Christian faith.  But here, in Matthew 7, Jesus
says that we can recognize them by the way they act and by their behavior, not just by their false teaching. He
is referring to issues of character, morality, unity, respect, and submission to authority.

I thought I’d share some of the things I’ve learned, observed, and experienced, when it comes to false
teachers, with the hopes that this helps us recognize, avoid, and oppose them and their influence in the lives
of believers. 
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A Message by Pastor Kelly continued ...

 They are eager for influence. If they are new to a church, they quickly want opportunities to speak and
share in front of people. They seek out public and visible ministry platforms. They are quick to tell about
their past achievements and accomplishments, and may seem to be quite gifted and impressive.
They try to attach themselves to a group of people quickly, and earn a sense of loyalty from these people
(ie. they seek out devoted followers). Often, the group around them can appear exclusive and closed –
they are suspicious and critical of others outside of their own group.
They may attempt to build a close relationship with other leaders in the church, so they can appear to
have a ‘buddy, buddy’ relationship with them. 
Jesus says we can recognize them by their fruit. This could include things like: 

A history of conflict and broken relationships (they will tell you this is always someone else’s fault).
A history of divisions and constant strife – ex. they seem to move a lot, change jobs a lot, change
churches a lot, change friendships often, or may be estranged from family members. They take on the
identity of a victim in all of these relational divisions.
An inability to love their enemies. They are ungracious, unwilling to forgive and reconcile, and take
every opportunity to tear down their enemies. 
There is an emotional reaction to them – some people become fiercely loyal to them, and others are
very cautious and keep a wide boundary with them. There isn’t really a middle ground; you either react
by being drawn to them or by being uncomfortable around them.
They struggle with humility. They tend to be prideful, boastful people. Whether they were self-taught
or highly educated, they will boast about the things they’ve learned, been part of, and experienced.
They are self-absorbed and struggle with compassion or empathy towards others. They talk a lot more
than they listen. They desire a high level of approval and affirmation from those around them.
They are often good communicators and gifted people. At first, they may seem generous, interesting,
and engaging, but over time their self-focus, critical spirit, and lack of character becomes obvious.
They are often very legalistic and condemning toward the sins of others, but then seem to ignore and
overlook their own failures and sin – especially their own issues of character, gossip, unforgiveness,
pride, and lack of reconciliation.
They struggle to submit and respect any authority or leadership over them. They will always have their
reasons why they don’t need to follow, obey, or submit to other people in places of authority (ex. at
work, in politics, in church, with legal authorities, and perhaps even with their own parents/ family
members).

The best way to oppose false teachers is to emphasize the authority and truth of God’s Word. In a similar
way, police discover counterfeit money by studying what the REAL money should look like and feel like. By
knowing what is true and real, they can more easily recognize what is false and counterfeit. 

This verse comes just before a warning against false teachers – ‘Work hard so you can present yourself
to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly explains the word of truth.’ (2 Timothy 3:15 NLT). 
This verse comes just before an entire chapter on the dangers of false teachers – ‘Dear friends, I had
been eagerly planning to write to you about the salvation we all share. But now I find that I must write
about something else, urging you to defend the faith that God has entrusted once for all time to his
holy people.’ (Jude 1:3 NLT).

Another way to oppose false teachers is through the collective wisdom, unity, and doctrine that results
from ‘team leadership’ in the church. False teachers tend to divide a church/ groups of people in the
church, but Godly leaders are meant to bring unity and mutuality to the church. Together, a group of
shepherd-leaders can recognize, address, and confront the influence of a false teacher. This is one of the
reasons why there is wisdom and strength in belonging to a denomination, with clear doctrinal beliefs,
theological foundations, and leadership structures of authority. 
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A Message by Pastor Kelly continued ...

 Our response to false teachers needs to be a combination of firm and clear boundaries, and also sincere
(but, still guarded) mercy and compassion. They are divisive and dangerous people, but they are also cared
for and loved by God. They may have been deceived by Satan, but the hope is that they will be
transformed by the mercy and truth of Christ. In many cases, they are not willing to examine their own
hearts and needs, instead focusing on their personal desires, agendas, and the short-comings of others,
but under the surface, they are often very damaged and dysfunctional people. Unless there is a
transforming work of Christ in their life, they risk an eternity apart from God and His final judgement –
‘Depart from Me, I never knew you.’ (Matthew 7:23 NLT).   We may not have much success in debating and
arguing with them, but we can pray for them; we can be kind, respectful, and gentle toward them (even
when they are not like this toward us or others); we can allow the witness of our lives in Christ to be an
example to them; and we can encourage them to seek Christ and the truth of God’s Word. 

At times, we will need to disassociate ourselves from them (or, encourage others to disassociate from them),
with the hopes that this loss of fellowship can become a catalyst for repentance and change in them.  These
disassociations may further harden their hearts, but we also believe that the Holy Spirit can penetrate wrong-
thinking and wrong-understanding, to draw them toward the refining and reconciling work of God.
‘And you must show mercy to those whose faith is wavering. Rescue others by snatching them from the
flames of judgment. Show mercy to still others, but do so with great caution, hating the sins that
contaminate their lives.’ (Jude 1:22-23 NLT)

May God protect the unity and fellowship of Bethel Church. May the ministry of Christ in our midst 
move forward, without anyone being lured away by the deception and destruction of false teachers. 

Sharpen our minds and anchor our understanding in the truth of God’s Word, so that we will recognize
 what is false and untrue. Give us courage to stand against those who would cause harm to the

 Body of Christ at Bethel Church, and give us grace to display the truth and love of Christ at all times. 
May we be instruments of peace and harmony, equipped and prepared with the authority of 

God’s Word, to protect one another and the work of Christ in our congregation. Amen.

May you live in the peace and grace of God.
Pastor Kelly Sikstrom

 

FEBRUARY 3th (Friday): 6:30pm-9:30pm - BYG Night (Connecting With God #2)

FEBRUARY 10th-11th:  DEEPER CONFERENCE @ PBC (Gr 9-12)
 
FEBRUARY 15th (Wednesday): 4:30pm-5:30pm BYG JAM @ Bethel 

FEBRUARY 17th (Friday):  6:30pm-9:30pm -BYG NIGHT (Connecting With God #3)

FEBRUARY 19th (Sunday):  BYG JAM LEADING WORSHIP (Rehearsal at 8:30am)

FEBRUARY 24th - NO BYG - WINTER BREAK

QUESTIONS?
Email Pastor Chris at: pastorchris@bethelemc.org
Call: 403-337-2355 or text: 403-796-8890

 



Giveaway ...
Do you or an organization that you know of,
need a set of mailboxes?  We are giving away
Bethel's old mailboxes ... or they will be hauled to
the dump soon!   If you can use them, or know of
someone else that can, please contact the
church office!   We would like them removed out
of the hallway asap! 

Fireside Prayertime ...

Every Sunday morning from
9:45am - 10:15am

 there will be a time of prayer 
and praise in the Fireside Room

before morning worship service.  
 

All are welcome!

BETHEL EMC WEBSITE

Sundays Livestream Link
Sermon Archives
Calendar of Events
Ministries
Giving Information
Weekly Bulletins
Resources & Schedules

        www.bethelemc.org
 

Photo Directory ... 
We will be updating our Bethel Congregation Photo Directory in February!   

If you would like your photo updated, or if you're not in the directory and would like to be -
please let us know!  Just email your photo to office@bethelemc.org  

 

Please include the names of everyone in the photo, any phone numbers you would like listed,
and the geographical area in which you live (ie: Carstairs; Cremona; etc)

 

As well, if you're new to Bethel and don't currently have a directory - again, please just let us
know and we would be happy to get you one to you  Thanks so much!

Right Now Media... 

https://www.bethelemc.org/


Rivers Edge Camp 

www.riversedgecamp.org

RSVP TO:  info@riversedgecamp.orgRIVERS EDGE CAMP EQUINE (CLICK HERE)

MEET THE HORSES
Click Here!

BETHEL CAMP
SUBSIDIES 

are available again for
Bethel kids in 2023!  

 

Applications can be
picked up in the foyer

or printed from the
Bethel website:

Camper Subsidy Form  
 

If you have any
questions please

contact Krysta at     
 the church office!
(403-337-2355 or

office@bethelemc.org

https://riversedgecamp.org/summer-camps/
https://riversedgecamp.org/equine-center/
https://riversedgecamp.org/our-horses/
https://riversedgecamp.org/our-horses/
https://www.bethelemc.org/upload/pdf/resources/Camper%20Subsidy%20Application%20NEW.pdf
https://www.bethelemc.org/upload/pdf/resources/Camper%20Subsidy%20Application%20NEW.pdf


 Cynic or Curious? – John 1:46

“Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and See.”
 (John 1:46)

I feel it!  I really do. The older I get, the more pressure I feel to be conclusive.  Not to mention, as a pastor, I have a
really hard time remembering that I don’t need to have all the answers. I took three of my kids out skiing for the
first time. I sought to teach them to ski. I’m a fairly proficient skier so I figured I would at least have all the answers
to get them to enjoy it. So, when something wasn’t working, I would give them more of my insights and
theories.When it still wasn’t working, I would tell them more of what they should do. On and on I went filling them
with more and more instruction and theory.But the more and more the kids knew about what they should do and
what they should know without seeing how they could apply it, the more I stifled their curiousity with all my
answers, the harder it was for them to get up and try again. It became so easy for them to conclude that it just
wasn’t for them to enjoy.Yet, all the while, one of my kids took my first instruction on snowplowing and went
barreling down the hill.He would fall and get back up again, ultimately getting rescued by a complete stranger at
the bottom of the hill before he would go full tilt into another child waiting in line for the lift or into a fence. That
didn’t faze him, though. He just got back on the lift and tried again seeing what would happen if he adjusted this or
tried that. You can guess who took to skiing like a fish in water and enjoyed it thoroughly.

In John 1:46, Nathanael was just told by Philip that the latter, along with Peter and Andrew, had found “him of
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph”. Nathanael responds
in what seems to be a cynical and rhetorical question, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” We certainly
cannot know Nathanael’s backstory. Was he bullied as a kid by Nazarites? Was his heart broken by a girl from
Nazareth? Was he in a toxic work environment back in Nazareth and had to skip town? Did he read the headlines
about all the scandals that happened in Nazareth and decide it was not a place he would ever associate with? Who
knows?! But it sure seems Nathanael had jump to conclusions about the place if we’re reading his response right. 

One thing we do discover is that way back in the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah challenged people’s
preconceptions on such a place. “In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light!” (Isaiah 9:1b-2a) Yes, the land of Zebulun and
the land of Naphtali collectively represented the region where Nazareth was situated. It was a land overrun by
Gentiles, pagans, unbelievers. To the Israelites people, it was a lost cause. They knew for certain that nothing good
could come from it. They could not imagine for a second that God could bring His light from such a place. 

But Philip simply responds, “Come and see.” Carey Nieuwhof, in his book “Didn’t See It Coming” observes, “curious
people are never cynical, and cynical people are never curious.”* Nathanael, at this moment in John 1 is on a
threshold.Will his question be rhetorical, and one of deep ceded conclusion, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Will he be a cynic, constantly waiting to for the One who is to come to bring salvation but never willing
to open his eyes to the possibility that his preconceived notions about such a one might be wrong? Or will he truly
ask the question, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” The difference maker is if he is willing to be curious,
get up, and follow Philip’s lead, “Come and see.” The difference is if he allows himself to be curious.

I think this is a question I need to ask myself: am I a curious person or a cynical person? Will I ask more questions
to gain better understanding of my brother or will I just make judgments about his character? Will I seek to
discover all that God has for me in the difficult place that I’m in or will I pout with my big lower lip in the ground
that what I’m experiencing isn’t fair. Will I ask questions to better understand where that potentially offensive
email I received from a co-worker came from or will I lash back with some offensive language of my own? Will I
listen to both sides of the controversial story in the public sphere with prayerful ears to discern or just keep
gravitating to my political leanings?
                                                                                                                                                                            Continued next page ....
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Sunday School News

When I cease to be curious, I will find myself stuck, immovable. When Philip says, “Come and See,” I simply will not.
And most unfortunately, I will keep myself from experiencing the amazing journey that the Lord has for me. I will
hear Jesus’ message and though it would sound wonderful, inspiring, and freeing in my ears, I will only see it
ending in death just as Jesus died, forgetting that there is a resurrection on the other side! The Lord says, “Taste
and see that the Lord is good.” So, as we head into this year, let us be curious people. Let us be quick to listen and
slow to speak. Let us ask more questions and make less statements. Who knows? It could be that in those very
places of darkness from which you would otherwise be certain no good could arise, God shines his glorious Light!

-Pastor Chris Neufeld

*Carey Nieuwhof, Didn’t See it Coming: Overcoming the 7 Greatest Challenges that No One Expects and Everyone Experiences, Colorado
Springs, CO: WaterBrook, 2018, pp. 26.
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Upcoming ... 

Grandparents Information Session

All Grandparents are invited to stay after church on
Sunday, February 5th

for an introduction to some helpful tools for
becoming an 'Intentional Christian Grandparent'.   

 

We'll have chili and buns for lunch, and then get
into the main reason for our gathering … 

helping to equip Christian grandparents!  
 

The information session will last about 45 minutes
 or so. We hope to see you there!  

 
Questions?  

Please speak with Joni Taylor!

Visitors & Newcomers

WELCOME TO BETHEL CHURCH!
 

Are you new to Bethel, just visiting, or new to the community? 

Here are a few Bethel areas that may be of interest and information for you!

Children’s SUNDAY SCHOOL Classes have begun and if you would like more
information, please do let us know!  Natalie Killam heads up our Children’s 
Ministry and she’d love to chat with you! 

There are “VISITOR CARDS” in the pockets of the sanctuary chairs.   Please feel free to fill one out when you're at
the church and place it in the VISITOR BOX (on the foyer table).  We’d love to know more about you!  

There are also teal colored “VISITOR FOLDERS” on the front table in the foyer.  Please help yourself to one!   The
folder is filled with information about Bethel, to help you get to know us! 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP time follows every service in the café area! Feel free to wander over to the area (East side),
and enjoy a cup of coffee and a time of fellowship with new faces! 

If you are a new, regular attender, to Bethel and would like to be included on Bethel’s “Prayer and  Information”
email list; the Congregation Phone List; Right Now Media; and have a mailbox in the foyer — please let us (Church
Office) know, and we would be happy to arrange all of that for you!  

Womens Ministry

LADIES BIBLE STUDY

A new 6 week ladies bible study started on January 17! 
 Tuesday mornings at 9:30 in the Fireside Room. 

We are working through Good Boundaries and
Goodbyes by Lysa Terkeurst through a series of short
videos and discussion time.  Study Guides available for
$25 each, though not required If anyone would like to
just participate in the discussion without at-home work.

All ladies are welcome!  There is no childcare available
at this time but moms are welcome to bring their
children at their discretion. For more information
contact Rachel Reid!

PLEASE NOTE:   
There is NO BIBLE STUDY on February 14th or 21st.

 


